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23 Sunday in Ordinary Time

Mass Readings:
Wisdom 9.13-18; Psalm 90; Philemon 9b-10, 12-17; Luke 14.25-33

Counting the Cost

Like a king making ready for battle or a contractor about to build a
tower, we have to count the cost as we set out to follow Jesus.

Our Lord today is telling us up front the sacrifice it will take. His words
aren’t addressed to His chosen few, the Twelve, but rather to the “great
crowds”—to anyone, to whoever wishes to be His disciple.

That only makes His call all the more stark and uncompromising. We
are to “hate” our old lives, to renounce all the earthly things we rely
upon, to choose Him above every person and possession. Again He tells 4%r which of you,
us that the things we have—even our family ties and obligations—can ni¢nding (o build a tower,

does not first sit down
become an excuse, an obstacle that keeps us from giving ourselves and estimate the cost?
completely to Him (see Luke 9:23-26, 57-62). Luke 1a:258
Jesus brings us the saving wisdom we are promised in today’s First Reading. He is that saving
Wisdom.

Weighed down by many earthly concerns, the burdens of our body and its needs, we could
never see beyond the things of this world; we could never detect God’s heavenly design and
intention. So in His mercy He sent us His Spirit, His Wisdom from on high, to make straight our
path to Him.

Jesus Himself paid the price to free us from the sentence imposed on Adam, which we recall
in today’s Psalm (see Genesis 2:7; 2:19). No more will the work of our hands be an affliction; no
more are we destined to turn back to dust.

Like Onesimus in today’s Epistle, we have been redeemed. We have been given a new family
and a new inheritance, made children of the Father, brothers and sisters in the Lord.

We are free now to come after Him, to serve Him—no longer slaves to the ties of our past
lives. In Christ, all our yesterdays have passed. We live in what the Psalm today beautifully
describes as the daybreak, ready to be filled with His kindness. For He has given us wisdom of
heart and taught us to number our days aright.

Jane LaBelle
David MacPhee
Pat Mortensen

We welcome any parishioners
who would like to attend the next
meeting to get an idea of what
the PPCis all about or perhaps to
take a place on Parish Council.
Next Parish Pastoral Council
Meeting — October 4, 2025.
Meetings should take no longer
than 1-1 % hours.

Knights of Columbus
Michel Beland, Grand Knight

2{%"% &

Catholic Women's League
Shelly Snyder, President

—Yours in Christ, Scott Hahn, Ph.D.
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Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament Euchristic

Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament will be };:'/'{
the first Friday of each month from 6:00 - : ';,‘
AdGration

7:00 p.m. with Mass to follow.

$1,611.00
$2,449.00
$2,289.00
$1,497.00
$1,626.00

YOUR RETURN GIFT TO GOD

July 5 & 6

July 12 & 13
July 19 & 20
July 26 & 27

$2,005.00
$2,591.00
$2,355.00
$2,742.00

“O give thanks to the LORD, for he is good,
his steadfast love endures for ever!” Psalm 118

Weekly Collection — All Cheques must be made out to Holy
Cross Catholic Church if you want a tax receipt for your
donations. If you do not use the numbered envelopes and
would like to, please call 827-2422 and leave a message.
Please ensure your Name and P.O. Box Number is PRINTED on
the first few contribution envelopes you use.

Exgltgtio/n September 14
:I: = Feast of Exultation of the Cross
e _—~

CROSS !

and Feast Day of our Parish.

Catholic Women'’s League
Regular meetings on the First Saturday of each
month. For more information about the CW.L.,
please contact Shelly Snyder, President. .
Next meeting TBA. Monthly luncheon TBA

Knights of Columbus
All young men (18 and up) from the Parish are
welcome to become Knights. Regular meetings
scheduled for the 2" Thursday of each month.
Next meeting TBA. Contact Michel Beland -
Grand Knight, or any member of the KofC.
www.kofc.org KofC online video series — Into the Breach
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Bottle Drive - The KofC thank you whole heartedly for your
generous donations of bottles and/or juice and milk
cartons. You are encouraged to continue dropping off
bottles/cartons in the Parish foyer or garage. This continues to
be a wonderful fundraiser for the Knights which enables them
to continue their charitable works within the Parish and abroad.

Knit n’ Natter
Every Sunday, 2:00 - 4:00 p.m. in the hall
resumes on Sunday, September 21
Please bring any crafts you are working on or
just come for the chat and a cup of tea.

Gentle Reminder Let’s remember that since those who clean
the Church, hall and complex are volunteers, we should all do
our part to ensure these areas are left as clean and tidy as

possible before we leave the building.
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Scriptural Rosary
Make the Rosary come alive. Come and join
us each Tuesday at 1:00 p.m. in the Church.

Together We Serve — Annual Appeal
T%Glsig? Eg 2025 Goal - $5,250.00
w v Collected so far: $3,830 (73%% of Goal)

Thank you for your generous donations
(the TWS envelopes in your box of Collection Envelopes)

TOGETHER
we serv

2014 - 2024

Together We Serve is not just another charity.
It's the way we, as Catholics, come together to build the Church in
the Archdiocese of Edmonton - through Worship, Witness and Service.

Scan to Give:

service

to Marriage & Family

If you want to donate, use the Annual Appeal envelopes.
Please help us meet our goal.
For more information, please visit Together We Serve

Two hats were hanging on a hat rack in the hallway. One
hat said to the other: 'You stay here; I'll go on a head.

Sacramental Preparation
Anyone needing preparation for the Sacraments of Baptism,
Reconciliation, 1st Eucharist or Confirmation, please leave a
message with the parish office at 780-827-2422 or email the
parish office. HolyCross.GrCache@caedm.ca

Parish Annual General Meeting and Picnic September 14 - (in the
hall) following 10:00 a.m. Mass. Barbecue lunch prepared by K of C;
fruit, tea, coffee and soft drinks provided by the Parish. Women of
the Parish are asked to provide salads and desserts. ALL OLR
PARISHIONERS ARE INVITED TO JOIN US FOR MASS AND PICNIC.

Back to School - As the new school year begins, we ask Our Lord to
watch over, guide and protect all students and teachers in hopes
that they will experience a safe, happy and successful year!

Free Webinar “Revive & Thrive: Fostering Parish Renewal”
Friday, September 12, from 8:30 - 9:30 a.m. Steps for sharing our
faith to keep our Churches alive and active. Please contact Pat
Mortensen for more information.

Respect for sect
Life Prayer — Pray an A VE Today
Sept 7 One Hail Mary
Lord, may you

bless our Christian witness
when we speak out to defend
the unborn, the elderly, the
sick, and the disabled from
untimely death. "Let the favour
of the Lord our God be upon
us, and prosper us."
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For Our Pastors

Fr. Anthony Narisetty and
Fr. Marreddy Udumala
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